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With the help of Norway Grants, the quality of perinatological care is constantly improving
Zlín – In the T. Bata Regional Hospital (KNTB) in Zlín, the modernization of the Perinatological Centre is continuing with the acquisition of 13 new devices for the neonatal, paediatric, ophthalmic and ENT departments. The total investment amounts to almost CZK 10 million. So far, 8 devices have been delivered to the value of CZK 7.5 million. Of the total costs, 60% will be covered by an approved grant from The Ministry of Finance of the Czech Republic; the hospital will pay the remainder from its own sources.


“For example, we already have an ultrasound device in operation, worth approximately CZK 2 million, for examining high-risk newborns and infants. The device is located in the joint neonatal and paediatric outpatient department. We use it to examine the brain, heart and urogenital tract,” said Jozef Macko, Senior Consultant, KNTB Neonatal Department. 


According to him, the acquisition of this device, with its complete investigative software, will improve the quality and precision of diagnoses and the long-term monitoring of high-risk newborns and infants. “It is particularly important for monitoring congenital anomalies, haemodynamics, and abnormalities of the central nervous system,” he added.


Other devices already delivered within the scope of the project “Increasing the level of comprehensive long-term monitoring of the neuromotor development of children with perinatal stress in the Zlín Region” include a fundus camera, an indirect binocular ophthalmoscope, a handheld portable slit lamp, a flexible children's rhino-laryngo video endoscope, a BP Holter monitor and an ECG Holter monitor. 


Since 1997, the KNTB Neonatal Department has worked together with the KNTB Gynaecological-Obstetric Department as a perinatological centre established by the Ministry of Health of the Czech Republic. The Perinatological Centre, whose catchment area extends beyond the Zlín Region, focuses on the serious pathological states of pregnancy and the neonatal period. It is considered to be one of the best centres of its kind in the Czech Republic.


“The Perinatological Centre includes prenatal diagnosis. This significantly improves the quality and precision of detecting congenital anomalies and other pathologies during pregnancy. The Centre forms an integral part of the comprehensive mother and child care at KNTB. With its qualitative and quantitative characteristics, it ranks alongside large faculty departments,” said Jozef Macko. 


“In terms of the number of births, the birth centre and neonatal department in our hospital is one of the largest in the Czech Republic. In recent years, the number of hospitalized children has fluctuated around 2,500 per year, of which approximately 400 per year are hospitalized in the resuscitation, intensive and intermediary care departments. By implementing this project, we will improve the access to and quality of health services for children with perinatal stress. Parents will not have to travel with their child to another hospital for the necessary examinations,” added Pavel Calábek, Director of KNTB.
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Ultrasound device for the high-risk newborn and infant outpatient department
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