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KNTB will use Norway Grants for the Renovation of its Perinatal Centre, which will cost 10 Million Crowns
Zlín – The renovation of the Perinatal Centre of Krajská nemocnice T. Bati, a.s., (KNTB) in Zlín will require approximately 10 million crowns. The hospital has applied for a Norway Grant to finance its project of the “Increase in the Quality of Complex Long-term Monitoring of the Neuromotor Development of Children with Perinatal Risks within the Zlín Region.” The Ministry of Finance of the Czech Republic approved a grant amounting to six million crowns, i.e., 60 % of the total costs. The remaining four million crowns will be paid by the hospital from its own resources. The project commenced in January 2015 and is to be completed in April 2016.

     The Director of KNTB, Pavel Calábek, listed some of the appliances: “We will buy 13 appliances for the Neonatal, Children’s, Ophthalmology and ENT departments. The Ophthalmology Department will get, for instance, a retinal camera for more than four million crowns; the Neonatal and the Children’s departments will get a sonography apparatus for almost 2.5 million crowns. The flexible rhino-laryngo videoscope for the ENT Department will cost more than half a million crowns.” The remaining finances will be used for medical staff training and project management and administration.
     The project will support the Neonatal Outpatients‘ Office and the departments cooperating with the Perinatal Centre. Besides the mentioned Children‘s, Ophthalmology and ENT departments, these include the Department of Rehabilitation and Neurosurgery.
     The Head Physician of the Neonatal Department, Jozef Macko, says: „Our aim is to increase the quality of diagnostic and therapeutic care in the field of defects of the eye, congenital heart defects, heart rhythm disorders, pathological findings in the brain, heart, abdominal cavity, etc.“  

     The Neonatal Department and the Gynaecology and Obstetrics Department of KNTB have been collaborating since 1997 to form a perinatal centre established by the Ministry of Health of the Czech Republic. The centre concentrates all the serious pathological pregnancy and neonatal conditions in and also outside the Zlín Region and is one of the best departments of its kind in the Czech Republic.
     Head Physician Macko says: “The Perinatal Centre in Zlín has a Centre of Prenatal Diagnostics, which has been working for several years; this centre has significantly improved the quality and accuracy of detection of developmental defects and other pathologies in pregnancy. The centre forms an integral part of the complex care for expectant mothers and children in KNTB. The quality and quantity parameters rank our centre side by side with great teaching hospital departments.”
     The quality and extent of care provided to children with perinatal risks is influenced especially by the condition of the technical infrastructure.

     “The equipment in the individual departments frequently does not correspond to the current requirements for fast and quality determination of the causes of new-born’s problems. The aim of the renovation of the perinatal centre is to provide timely, perfect diagnostics by means of the most up-to-date technology. The main benefits will include the possibility of fast necessary intervention so that the detected disease does not develop in the child,“ the Head Physician emphasized.

     “The number of births ranks our Maternity Hospital and Neonatal Department among the biggest departments in the Czech Republic. In the recent years, the number of hospitalized children has been in the region of 2,500, of which approximately 400 children have been hospitalized in the Resuscitation, Intensive and Intermediary Care Department. Implementation of the project will improve the accessibility and quality of health care services for children with perinatal risks. The parents and their children will not have to travel to other hospitals due to necessary examinations,“ the Director added. 
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